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DEAR FRIENDS,
It is with excitement and humility that the 2018–2019 Nominating Committee recommends a slate of candidates
for the next Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) for First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley. This slate has been
endorsed by Session and will be presented to the congregation for election at a Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 1 pm.
Throughout this process, the Nominating Committee has had the privilege of reading about and speaking with
members of our congregation who have given generously of themselves to the ministries of the church and are
deeply dedicated to our future together. We were encouraged by these conversations and are grateful for all those
who took the time to apply.
This slate was developed with intentionality over the course of many hours of prayer, discussion, and discernment.
The Book of Order mandates that the PNC "shall be representative of the whole congregation" (G-2.0802). We
believe this slate is composed of individuals of deep faith who will work well together while also embodying the
complexity and diversity of our congregation across a wide range of variables (including but not limited to age,
race/ethnicity, service attendance, etc.).
Once elected, the PNC will engage in an intensive process of discernment to identify the candidate who will be
called to serve as the Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley. We are grateful for the willingness of
these individuals to step into serving in this way, at this time, on this corner.
Please read these materials that include each candidate’s statement of faith.
Respectfully Submitted,

2018–2019 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Anna Fellers, Co-Chair and Elder
Janice Kolberg, Co-Chair and Elder
Melissa Arciniega
Molly Garritson
Jason Gorski
Daly Jordan-Koch
Roland Peterson
Peter Schroepfer, Deacon

NOMINEES FOR PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Yasuyo Abe
Lindsey Bischel Deputy
Charlene Chong, Elder
Phillippe Daniel
Chuck Fry
Zoe Hill
James Kifuthu
Brent Loo
Jenna Mowat
Susan Phillips
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PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE CANDIDATES | STATEMENTS OF FAITH
YASUYO ABE
Consider the character of God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit. How do you
understand and experience God?
Every time I thought I understood who God is, I would soon realize that my
understanding was far from complete. With that caveat, I believe at this time
that God is the omnipotent and omnipresent creator of all things, seen and
unseen. I do not quite understand what the Triune God exactly means, but I
understand that God is not really an "individual" but is a "relationship." All
things created in this world exist in relation to something else: if the world
reflects the Creator, I must believe that God is about relationship. The
relationship intended by the Creator is shown and opened to us through
Christ, who redeemed us by giving up his own life. I understand that when
we experience the work and presence of God, we are witnessing the
movement of the Holy Spirit. I experience God in many different ways—
intellectually, emotionally, spiritually, physically, etc.—at all places. I believe
that God will remain a mystery to me, and I will never fully understand or
experience God as a creature.
What is the Church, the body of Christ? How is the church (local and universal) significant to you?
The church is a community of broken people who share faith in Christ as a savior. It is a community of people
marked by a hope in God who loves all of us—the church and the whole world. The church is important to me,
because it is where we experience God who is also communal. I believe that we cannot really experience God on
our own. We can only understand and experience God's love through our love for each other. I believe that God
also loves the rest of the world through Christians as a community—i.e., the church. Our relationship to each
other, even within the church, can be messy and dysfunctional, but I believe that God's intention is to save us as a
community, not just as individuals.
What is the meaning of discipleship as it relates to God, the church, and the world?
The meaning of discipleship, I understand, is to live a life as a follower of Jesus Christ. Being a Christian is
synonymous with being a disciple of Christ. As a follower of Christ, I believe that we are called to imitate Jesus. To
me, his calling is summed up in his commandment (Mark 12:30–31): "Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength" and "Love your neighbor as yourself." So, I
understand that the discipleship, in whatever form it takes (e.g., a bible study, quiet time, prayer, financial giving,
worship, mission work, etc. etc.), is an expression of our love for God, church, and the world. In other words,
discipleship means to love God, the community of believers (the church), and the world.
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LINDSEY BISCHEL DEPUTY
My Christian beliefs align with the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed.
When we recite the Apostle’s Creed together during the Sunday service
corporately, it is often a powerful experience. I am able to say all the words
in this creed with full conviction and, in doing so, I feel that I connect to the
true, universal Christian church, which spans all time and geography. I think
of other Christians whose life experiences looked (or look) very different
from mine and consider what perseverance in faith might mean for them. I
marvel at how we are all connected to one another through the grace of
Christ and I also feel the gravity of holding the seemingly impossible
responsibility of representing Christ—each of us as individuals and in
community—to the world we know.
The God I believe in is all-powerful, all loving, just, and merciful. My local
church community of FPCB helps to remind me of God’s character and
faithfulness when my mind is dark or clouded. Being a disciple of Jesus Christ means prioritizing the values of love
and justice in all areas of my life with humility and clear eyes that are oriented to Christ. Discipleship also means
committing to the body of Christ by engaging actively in my Christian community, showing up faithfully in peoples’
lives, and responding to God’s call personally and with respect to our church’s communal vision.
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CHARLENE CHONG
I believe in the word of God, which is alive and present in this world and my
life. I believe in the holy Christ, Jesus the Savior, who was sent to save us
when we could not save ourselves, who raised up women, the
disenfranchised minority, and foreigners. I believe in salvation, Christ’s selfgiving sacrifice for everyone, that redeemed me to be a beloved child of God
in my brokenness. I believe in resurrection, the miraculous transformation
from death to life.
I am humbled by God’s mercy and love—the story of the gospel from which I
live my life together with the body of Christ. The gospel covers me and enters
and flows into all areas of my life. It enters in word and prayer and is
intertwined with the activities in my life. It changes my relationships, how I
participate in and see the world, how I listen, and how I act.
Together as the body of Christ we engage with the Spirit together and for
others. We express the body of Christ and share a message of hope for
everyone. As an individual and part of a community, we regularly undergo conversion that realigns us with Christ’s
view of the world and that transforms how we live. Christ is active in our lives and we are to be active and present
to each other and in the world.
Discipleship involves Jesus moving us away from places we would prefer to stay. Each day I am renewing a
commitment to follow Jesus to places I’d rather not go. My life is a response to having received the grace and love
of Christ and to live in gratitude a life changed and continually changing.
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PHILLIPPE DANIEL
There are many ways in which to express my central conviction about God
and this life we have been given. It is the story that I distill into these five
statements that capture what I believe, what energizes and guides me:
1.

2.

Created in Love (Creation—A Good Beginning): Out of the fullness of
God, Three-in-One, we were conceived in love for love (i.e., to live in
communion with God and each other).
Willfully Forsaking Love (Fall—Things Went Wrong): Not trusting the
love of the One who brought us into existence, however, has caused us
to make a mess of ourselves (and the world around us). Abandoning the
only true center, we have thrown the whole world out of whack and it
marks our relationships with God, ourselves, each other, and the earth.

3.

Relentless Pursuing Love Greater than Our Indifference (Redemption—How We Are Rescued): Nevertheless,
God has not turned his back on us but has continued to seek and save. He ultimately has entered history as
one of us in order to rescue us. Jesus’ life and death is the ultimate expression of life as it was intended to be:
continuously trusting God. By his life, death, and resurrection we are set free of our constant inclination to
put ourselves at the center so that we might be free to love God and those around us (“And he died for all,
that those who live should no longer live only for themselves but for him who died for them and was
raised again”).

4.

Called to Love (Redemption—What We Are Rescued For): God is supremely concerned about our life together
(e.g., “This is my commandment: that you love one another as I have loved you.” “By this all men will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another”). Throughout scripture, we see that we are part of an
intricate web of relationships, that we cannot understand ourselves apart from others. Jesus’ call to love is a
nothing-held-back proposition (“There is no greater love than to lay down one's life for one's friends”). While
giving one’s life is the supreme expression of love, I believe that small things matter. Our lives consist mainly
of small things, rarely the big, spectacular things. Significance is to be found in our faithfulness, our
expressions of love in these small things. For it is the small acts of kindness, thoughtfulness, truthfulness, and
care that, over the long haul, make us (and reveal) who we are.

5.

Certainty of a Happy Ending (Consummation): I believe that he will come again and, on that day, all the deep
inner longings we have—for justice, for liberation, for seeing the walls come down that separate individuals,
groups, and nations; for seeing wrongs righted, for restoration of all the things that are broken, wounded,
alienated, and torn; for healing of the harms, for being understood—all these longings will find their
fulfillment. That is our hope. The challenge is waiting (often in darkness). And waiting in expectation (even
through long delays). In the meantime, we labor on (steadfast and immovable), working for the Kingdom, for
we know that our labor is not in vain.
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CHUCK FRY
I believe that God is the creator of all things on earth and elsewhere in the
universe and that God's creation includes the giving of life to humanity,
which reflects the image of God in each person. In creation and through
generations of prophets, God provided guidance in the life God intended for
humanity. Despite the wisdom conveyed through these prophets, humanity
continued to stray from God's intended path.
God sent Jesus to be the model for humanity to emulate. Jesus was born as a
human and lived an ordinary childhood. As a man, Jesus began to speak his
faith and to demonstrate his love for humanity. Through the gifts of the
Spirit, Jesus began to perform miracles of healing, forgiving and even giving
life to persons once dead. Ultimately Jesus died for the atonement of
humanity's sins and continues to represent individuals to the Father as
forgiven and purified of their various sins.
The church has developed as the temporal and physical embodiment of
Christ in the world. It is the means by which Chris's love and forgiveness are
extended to other persons. It is also the community in which the Christian life can be lived and by which each
person is supported and refined in the ways of Christ. The church is also the place in which we receive baptism and
communion as signs of our belonging to God and our reliance on God's grace and love for each of us.
Through the consolidation of oral traditions and with the provision of the Spirit, the Bible is available to believers
as wisdom literature to instruct, challenge, and support us as we strive to live more Christ-like lives.
I believe that at the end of life I will be welcomed into the Kingdom of Heaven to spend eternity with God and the
saints who have gone before me.
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ZOE HILL
The person of Jesus Christ is the Son of God who became human and who
died for our human sins. He is the Messiah and part of the Holy Trinity. I
believe Christ is my personal savior and loves me just as I am. I can come to a
deeper understanding of him by hearing the Word of God every week from
the pulpit, by reading the Bible, by serving others, and by praying. I often fall
short, but I will keep trying as I ask for God's help. I know that I am not alone.
I believe that I have been forgiven of my sins by God's grace through the
Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is active in my life through discipleship. That means meeting
the needs of others and using my talents in the best possible way. I feel I am
being a good disciple when I take care of my family, when I visit older, ailing
family members and friends; when I am a good neighbor; and when I offer
my talents to the Church and to community organizations. Ultimately, I
am being a good disciple by following Jesus' teachings, and putting them
into practice.
The Church to me is a community of Christians that come together because of common beliefs and practices. The
Church is the body of Christ and made up of people who have accepted Christ as their savior. This is the place
where I can gather with other Christians to grow in my faith, to live out God's love, to be of service, and to have
prayer and fellowship.
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JAMES KIFUTHU
When I became a proficient reader midway through First Grade, the first
book I read was a children’s version of story of how God rescued the
Israelites from Egypt, supplied their needs in the wilderness and finally
established them in the Promised Land. Being from Africa, I did not see how I
fit in this story and wished very strongly that my people were the “Lost
Tribe.” Even when I was older and could read the whole Bible and other
Christian books, I was not finding it easy to relate to God, the Father.
But reading the story of Jesus in the gospels and especially John 3:16, it
introduced the idea of the God of love, who sent His Son to save the world
and specifically, me. It was very personal and direct. Jesus allows us to see
the love of God and that’s why he said, you can’t get to the Father but
through me. In looking at Jesus, who being God made himself vulnerable to
man, I see God reaching out to restore his creation just as he struggled for
generations to make the Israelites a people for Himself. Jesus’ three-year
ministry on earth showed God walking and serving among men. He chose the
12 to be with Him and learn from Him and they were entrusted to carry the work forward. It appears they did not
grasp this until the day of Pentecost. Jesus had told them He would send the teacher, the comforter, the guide, the
advocate, the power to serve.
Like the disciples and the apostles, the church is called to spread the love of God displayed by Jesus Christ in the
Gospels and to receive the power of the Holy Spirit to achieve the goals of the Kingdom of God. We join the church
to serve together locally and to participate with resources and sometimes physically in extending that work to the
ends of the earth. The other major benefit of joining together as believers is to teach, encourage and support each
other in building our faith and our service to the God. We cannot grow unless we are connected to one another.
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BRENT LOO
I believe in God the creator of the universe and father of Jesus Christ (Luke
1:35, 9:35) sent to teach me the way to live (Matthew 22:36–40). Jesus’
death on the cross is the sacrifice for my sin (Galatians 2:20). Daily, I commit
sin against God and people, living how I don’t want live and not living how I
should be living (Romans 7:14–20).
Jesus’ death allows me to escape the judgment at my own death and
continue my relationship with God in Heaven (John 3:16, 5:24–29, 14:6,
Romans 8:38–39). For it is by grace that I have been saved (Ephesians 2:8–9).
I believe in Jesus’ resurrection (John 11:25, 1Corinthians 15:4), His ascension
(Mark 16:19), and eventual return (Acts 1:11, Revelation 19:11–16).
The Bible is the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative, Word of God
(Matthew 4:4, 2Timothy 3:15– 17, 2Peter 1:21) to direct me in my life in
all situations (Deuteronomy 6:4–9, Ecclesiastes 1:9, Romans 15:4,
Hebrews 4:12).
I believe in the Holy Spirit is the powerful helper (Acts 1:8) that gets me through the day to day and beyond.
Jesus is the head of the church (Ephesians 5:22) and the church submits to Him (Ephesians 5:24). Jesus gave
Himself up for the church (Ephesians 5:2, 25) and made “her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through
the word... ” (Ephesians 5:26). The marriage imagery and comparison is very powerful because it illustrates an “all
in” relationship. This marriage is not 50/50, but 100/100. Both parties giving it their all, and when the wife can give
only 80, the husband gives 120. When the husband can give only 70, the wife gives 130. Yes, there is a message of
the church/bride, yielding to the Christ/husband, but it’s an absolute commitment on the part of Christ/husband to
care for the church/bride as He/he would himself and, as necessary, make the ultimate sacrifice, which Jesus did
for all.
The meaning of discipleship as it relates to God, the church, and the world is the Great Commission in the Gospels
(Matthew 28:19–20). It is fitting that this command comes at the end of Jesus’ time with the disciples. Jesus has
trained the disciples and it’s now time for Him to leave Earth and for the disciples to head into the world. He’s
sending the disciples out to train others in the disciplines taught by Jesus. By Jesus’ model, in Christ, I am
someone’s disciple and the expectation is that someone will be my disciple, observing how I live and navigate life.
The church is the home base from which I regularly come back to for restoration and then go out into the world.
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JENNA MOWAT
I believe in God’s unconditional love and amazing grace. My only comfort in
life and death is that I am not my own, but belong body and soul to Jesus
Christ. By His death and resurrection Jesus Christ paid for my sins and has set
me free. Because of his sacrifice I am saved and thanks to Jesus can grow in
relationship with God the Father.
I believe that God has a plan for my life. Even though I cannot always see the
path he has laid out before me it is with trust and the guidance of the Holy
Spirit that I gain wisdom to better discern God’s plan. I wholeheartedly put
my faith in God and seek to follow Jesus for all of my days.
As Christians we are members of the body with Christ at the head. We are
called to work together in service of God’s vision for the world—to share his
love, mercy, and grace with others. Mark 10:45 says, “For even the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve others to give his life as a ransom for
many.” I believe God calls us into discipleship to serve others and follow the
example set by Jesus.
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SUSAN PHILLIPS
I've written statements of faith many times through the years, and I imagine
the church has a number of mine on file somewhere. Often, I simply affirm
the Apostles' Creed, which I stand by today. Now the possibility of writing
something fresh and personal appeals to me, so this is my statement.
Credo—that the Holy One called "God" in the Hebrew and Christian
Scriptures (by whom I have felt accompanied, guided, corrected, and loved
all of my life) is the Loving Creator and Lord over all, throughout eternity and
the cosmos.
Credo—that God tried to communicate effectively with human beings from
the get-go, and did so with the first people, through prophets and kings, and
in relationship with simple women and me who recognized divinity when
they saw it and tried to live faithfully. Nevertheless, despite all God's efforts
to be in touch with us, we erred and strayed like lost sheep. So God came to
us in the person of Jesus Christ, demonstrating for all time that we are loved
and invited to open our hearts and minds and live to life-giving grace (the
giving of God's life for the cultivation of our own lives).
Credo—that God's Spirit is present to us, that within which we live and move and have our being, though we are so
often unaware of it. That ever-present God guides, corrects, shapes and comforts us, and we can notice the Spirit
through all our faculties as human beings and within the vastness of creation, physical and social.
Credo—that God calls us to gather together and open our hearts and minds to grace; in other words, we're called
to be church. The church is local and universal, historical, and responsive to the contemporary needs to grace in its
time and place. In the Apostles' Creed the line about believing in the Communion of Saints is followed immediately
by the affirmation of belief in the forgiveness of sins. Church community is a crucible of our formation, building us
up and helping us notice our sins.
Credo—that we are called to follow Jesus in the days of our lives, even as we see through a glass darkly. But we do
so with God's Word guiding us, the Holy Spirit in and by us, and with the Communion of Saints encouraging us and
holding us accountable.
Credo—that God is Love. God does not have a gender, a race, an age, or a class position, and we are to love others
across all those differences as well. We are loved for the state of our hearts toward God and not for our earthly
stature and status. Even so, we will sin and fall short of God's hopes for us. Like a good parent, God will help us up,
hold us as we cling to him, forgive us, and urge us to keep going in the right way. (God will even forgive a
statement of faith that's a bit long).
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OUR VISION
First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley
I N RESPON SE T O G OD’ S G REAT LOVE AN D F OR G OD’S G L ORY,
OUR VI SI ON I S
T O S OW T HE G OS PEL O F J ES US C HRI ST
T HROUG H W ORD, PRAY ER , DEED, AN D C OM MU N I T Y,
C ULT I VAT I N G PERS ON AL T RAN SF ORMAT I ON ,
SOC I AL H EALI N G , AN D C ULT URAL REN EWA L
T HROUG H A MO VEMEN T O F C HURC HE S AN D M I N I S T RI ES
T HAT REC ON C I LES US, B ERKELEY, T HE UN I VER SI T Y,
T HE B AY AREA, AN D T H E WORL D
TO G OD I N JES US C HRI S T .

2407 Dana Street, Berkeley, CA 94704
(510) 848-6242 • www.fpcberkeley.org

