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Hello,

We are excited you are here, and we want to get to know you!  
No matter whether you are new to church or our community—or are 
a long-time member—we want you to grow deeper in the love and 
grace of Jesus Christ at First Pres.

Our diverse community is thoughtfully engaged in our faith. We 
embrace people of differing ages, ethnicities, backgrounds, and 
circumstances. There’s a place for you—we need you here! Get 
involved! Come to worship. Ask questions. Join a Community Group. 
Serve on a Mission project. We have programs for babies in the 
nursery, children, youth, college students, and young to older adults. 
Take a class. Find a fellowship group. Sing in a choir. Not sure where 
to begin? Join our Starting Point group to explore and discern your 
next step. Be creative and get started.

As we seek to be engaged locally and around the world, we want to 
listen and to learn, to embody justice and compassion, and to share 
the love of Jesus Christ in tangible ways together. We look forward to 
connecting with you and getting to know your story!

We invite you to check out this Connecting @ First Pres Brochure and 
journey with us together...in worship, in community, in ministry, and in 
mission.

Blessings,
From all of us at First Pres

WELCOME TO FIRST PRES
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GET CONNECTED
Sundays at First Pres are all 
about connecting. In worship. 
In community. In ministry and 
mission. From our corporate 
worship to our Middle Hour 
programs to our community lunch, 
there are a variety of ways to 
connect in the work God is doing 
in and through First Pres. 

WORSHIP
9 am Traditional
11:30 am Contemporary

MIDDLE HOUR
Between the two services, 10:15 
am–11:15 am, the whole church 
community gathers for Middle 
Hour, a time for connection, 
growing together in faith, 
fellowship, and service. For more 
information, pick up our Sundays 
at First Pres flyer.

THE TABLE... 
Connect with friends old and new 
over a restaurant-style meal served 
11 am–1:15 pm in the Westminster 
Gym. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 for 
students, $3 for children (ages 
2–10). Can’t stay? Grab a to-go 
box and continue your Sabbath 
well-fed.

C O M M U N I T Y  L I F E  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T. 
Michelle Vecchio-Lyzenga, Director for Community Life / michellev@fpcberkeley.org, x220 
Peter Callis, Hospitality Director / peterc@fpcberkeley.org, x225
Adriana Reyes, Christian Formation Administrative Assistant / adrianar@fpcberkeley.org, x272

STARTING POINT
Every journey has a starting point. 
Whether you’re just getting to 
know First Pres, are interested in 
taking the next step to become 
more engaged here, or are ready 
to become a member of our 
community, Starting Point is for 
you. Each week, we’ll gather to 
explore the journey we’re on 
together at First Pres—following 
Jesus’ call inward and outward—
and reflect on our own journeys. 
Wherever you happen to find 
yourself, join us in navigating your 
next best step on the journey. 

HOSPITALITY 
OPPORTUNITIES
Hospitality has always been a 
hallmark of God’s people. Help 
First Pres extend hospitality on 
Sunday mornings by being a 
welcoming face at the doors, 
helping newcomers explore ways 
to connect, or assisting in the 
kitchen with preparations for our 
community lunch. We invite you to 
be part of hospitality at First Pres. 
For more information, contact 
Michelle Vecchio-Lyzenga.
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WORSHIP AT FIRST PRES
All that we do as a church flows 
from our worship of the living 
God. Like our congregation, 
our expressions of worship are 
intergenerational, multi-faceted, 
global, and diverse. In community, 
we respond to God’s grace, 
engage our society’s injustices, 
and bear hope in a hurting world.

WORSHIP SERVICES
9 am Traditional
11:30 am Contemporary

Both services draw on rich and 
dynamic traditions that bring 
together prayer, preaching, and 
the sacraments with inspiring 
music and visual arts.

 FAMILY WORSHIP
As the family of God, we seek 
to introduce Jesus’ youngest 
disciples to his saving grace. 
Children of all ages are always 
welcome in every worship service. 
During the academic year, families 
also have the option to participate 
in a variety of children’s and youth 
programs (see pages 6 and 7).

SPECIAL SERVICES
Join us for special worship services 
throughout the year, focused on 
forgiveness, grief, and church 
holidays such as Christmas and 
Holy Week.
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MUSIC & WORSHIP
In the context of worship, music 
reflects the beauty and character 
of God in ways that go beyond 
words. We receive a profound 
gift from God through music; 
through music ministry, we have 
the joy of sharing that gift with our 
congregation and community. For 
more info, contact our staff or visit 
Music Ministries on our website.

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
In choir, children and youth have 
the opportunity to worship, grow, 
and serve through music—plus 
build relationships and have 
fun! Our choirs lead in worship 
services during the year and at our 
Hanging of the Greens concert.   
• Cherub Choir (Age 4 by 

September 1–Grade 1)
• Joyful Noise (Grades 2–4)
• NewSong (Grades 5–8)
• Network (Grades 9–12)

ADULTS 
Our adult choirs provide regular 
leadership in our Sunday worship 
services: 
• Chancel Choir at 9 am
• Vesper Choir at 11:30 am

Our choirs are opportunities for 
connection, community, and 
service as well as musical and 
spiritual growth; new members are 
always welcome. 
 
WORSHIP TEAMS
First Pres worship teams provide 
a strong musical foundation 
and leadership for the 11:30 am 
Contemporary Worship Service, 
other services, and special events.
 



5 WWW.FPCBERKELEY.ORG 

W O R S H I P  A RT S  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T.
Rev. Steve Schibsted, Interim Senior Pastor / steves@fpcberkeley.org, x298
Li-Wen Monk, Director for Choirs / liwenm@fpcberkeley.org, x283 
John Yoo, Director of Contemporary Worship Ministries / johny@fpcberkeley.org, x265
Chad Meeuwse, Organist / chadm@fpcberkeley.org, x201
Megan Mink, Audio Visual Supervisor / meganm@fpcberkeley.org, x254
David Wagner, Worship Arts Coordinator / davidw@fpcberkeley.org, x241
Erin Esten, Choirs Administrative Assistant / erine@fpcberkeley.org, x278

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Choirs and worship teams lead in 
special services and other concerts 
throughout the year, including:

HANGING OF THE GREENS
All six choirs sing to celebrate the 
beginning of Advent in our fun-
filled annual concert.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Adult choirs sing beautiful choral 
music of the Christmas season.

PALM SUNDAY CONCERT
To begin Holy Week, our adult 
choirs present a major choral work.
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CHILDREN & FAMILY
Through nurturing relationships 
and engaging Bible-centered 
curriculum, we seek to reach the 
hearts of children with the love 
and saving grace of Jesus Christ. 
It is our privilege to help children 
begin or continue their journey 
of faith. To learn more about our 
ministries, programs, events, and 
volunteer opportunities, please 
contact staff and visit Children’s & 
Family Ministries on our website.

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
Sundays during all services.

Our nursery and preschool 
programs aim to introduce our 
youngest disciples to the love of 
Jesus through music, storytelling, 
arts and crafts, drama, and free 
play. Come to spacious, kid-
friendly Westminster Hall to the 
nursery and “Teddy Bear Lair!”
 

C H I L D R E N ’ S  &  FA M I LY  M I N I S T R I E S  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T. 
Rosemarie Eichner-Raja, Director of Children’s & Family Ministry / rosemariee@fpcberkeley.org, x251
Jimin Yoo, Coordinator of Early Childhood Ministry / jiminy@fpcberkeley.org
Erin Esten, Children’s & Family Ministry Administrative Assistant / erine@fpcberkeley.org, x278

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
GODLY PLAY: age 4 to 4th grade
Sundays: 9 am & 11:30 am

Godly Play is a curriculum that 
engages children with core Bible 
stories of the Christian faith. Led 
by carefully trained teachers, 
children experience biblical truths 
in a developmentally appropriate, 
interactive way that fosters their 
spiritual and cognitive growth 
in the framework of the natural 
creative work of children: play! 

VBS & SPECIAL EVENTS
First Pres hosts Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) in July, plus several 
special events and services for kids 
and families scheduled around 
important holidays and traditions 
of our church community.
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C O R N E R S T O N E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C E N T E R  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  2 8 0 - 6 1 2 6 
Tara Gray, Director / tarag@fpcberkeley.org 
Maria Arellano, Assistant Director / mariaa@fpcberkeley.org

Cornerstone Children’s Center is 
a state-licensed Christian nursery 
and preschool for children six 
weeks through pre-kindergarten. 

We have seven classrooms that 
support the developmental needs 
of each child, from our infant class 
to our Pre-Kindergarten class. 
We combine loving and safe care 
with creative and stimulating play 
to nurture young children and 
support their families. 

Cornerstone Children’s Center is 
blessed with amazing staff who 
pride themselves in being faithful 
servants and who share the love 
of God with each child and family 
that comes through the school. 

We are open weekdays from 
7:30 am to 5:30 pm and offer 
year-round flexible scheduling. 
Cornerstone first opened its 
doors and arms to families in the 
community in 1991.

Proudly in self-study for accreditation 
by NAEYC! 

CORNERSTONE  
CHILDREN’S CENTER

FAMILY WORSHIP
Children of all ages are welcome 
in worship services so we can 
introduce them to Christ’s saving 
grace and encourage their own 
authentic worship. Family Worship 
in July and August intentionally 
wel comes and includes children.

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS
Come sing with us! In choir, 
children can worship, grow, and 
serve through music; for more 
information, see page 4.
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YOUTH & FAMILY
We are passionate about 
connecting middle and high 
school students to Jesus Christ 
by creating a safe and engaging 
community for students to be 
themselves, ask hard questions, 
and form lifelong friendships. 
We empower our youth to take 
leadership in the wider church 
community, as they are the future 
of the church—and the present! 
Join us weekly for worship, games, 
service, and fun events. For more 
info, visit Youth & Family Ministries 
on our website or follow our 
Instagram, @firstpresmarked. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL
I 5: 5TH GRADERS
ROOTED: 6TH–8TH GRADERS
Sunday I 5 and Rooted meet in 
McKinley Hall at 10:15–11:15 am.
5th grade: Youth Lounge
6th–8th grade: M201

Midweek Rooted for 6th–8th 
graders meets on Thursday nights 
at 7–9 pm in M201, McKinley Hall. 

HIGH SCHOOL
MARKED: 9TH–12TH GRADERS
Sunday Marked meets in M202 in 
McKinley Hall at 10:15–11:15 am.

Midweek Marked meets on 
Thursday nights at 7–9 pm in 
M202, McKinley Hall.

NEXTSTEP–CONFIRMATION
SPRING 2020
This is an opportunity for students 
to explore God’s story in depth. In 
class, mentorships, and personal 
disciplines, students will come to 
understand who God is, what he 
has done, and what he is inviting 
them into. Students typically take 
this class in 9th grade, though all 
high schoolers are welcome.
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Y O U T H  &  FA M I LY  M I N I S T R I E S  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T.
Jeremy Kaetzel, Youth Ministry Associate / jeremyk@fpcberkeley.org x289
Allie Schibsted, Youth Ministry Associate / allies@fpcberkeley.org, x266

MEXICO MISSION TRIP
SUMMER 2020
Through our partnership with 
Cedro del Sinai church in 
Ensenada, we have held Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) for children 
and youth since 2011. We lead 
worship, games, skits, crafts, get 
to hold babies, and serve lunch 
to mothers and children. After 
VBS, we go to chapel services 
with other church groups at 
Rancho el Refugio, with time to 
relax and have fun together. Many 
students return year after year to 
see children and mothers they’ve 
met and to deepen relationships. 
High school students are fully 
immersed, present, and all-in such 
that they consistently call this trip 
“the best week of their year.”

YOUTH MINISTRY 
SPECIAL EVENTS
We occasionally have combined 
events for middle school and 
high school students to gather 
and celebrate together. Some 
of our special events include: 
Friendsgiving, the White Elephant 
Christmas Party, the End of the 
Year Extravaganza, Winter Retreat, 
and much more. Whether your 
student is a 5th grader, 12th 
grader, or inbetween, all youth are 
invited to these events! 

YOUTH CHOIRS
NEW SONG (5TH–8TH)
NETWORK CHOIR (9TH–12TH)
Have fun, sing beautiful music, 
and serve the church in worship. 
For more information, see page 4. 
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UNIVERSITY
Being a part of First Pres as a 
university student means joining 
a diverse, intergenerational family 
with opportunities to grow and 
serve. First Pres has been blessed 
with a vibrant community of 
undergrads, grad students, and 
faculty for 140 years. Students at 
Cal, Mills, BCC, DVC, or elsewhere 
are welcome! There are a variety 
of places where you can begin, 
continue, and grow deeper in your 
Christian faith. Contact our staff 
and visit University Ministries on 
our website. 

UNDERGRADUATE 
MINISTRIES 
FoCUS
Wednesdays, 7 pm, 2:42 House 
(2423 Haste St.)

FoCUS (Fellowship of College 
and University Students) offers 
intentional community and radical 
hospitality, life-giving worship, and 
thoughtful conversations on issues 
that matter for college students 
in Berkeley—all rooted in Jesus 
Christ.

CORE GROUPS
These small groups of four to 
five people commit to meet each 
week to engage Scripture, pray, 
and cultivate deeper relationships. 
Contact Ryan Pemberton if you 
are interested in joining.

FRESHMEN GROUPS
Recently arrived? The first year 
of college is a unique time 
of transition. We have staff 
committed to walk alongside you 
and help cultivate community 
with others. If you are interested, 
contact Austin Rehbein.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Join us for our annual Fall Retreat, 
Thanksgiving potluck, Christmas 
party, Study Hall, and service 
opportunities, including an 
international service-learning trip 
over spring break. Check out our 
website to see what is happening.
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U N I V E R S I T Y  M I N I S T R I E S  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T. 
Ryan Pemberton, Minister for University Engagement / ryanp@fpcberkeley.org, x264 
Austin Rehbein, University Ministry Associate / austinr@fpcberkeley.org, x296

UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE & FACULTY 
MINISTRIES 
VERITAS 
Veritas Graduate Christian 
Fellowship is an interdenomina-
tional campus ministry affiliated 
with InterVarsity and UC 
Berkeley. Our fellowship includes 

InterVarsity and graduate 
students, professional students, 
and postdocs at UC Berkeley. 
We come from many churches, 
and are supported by—and 
sometimes meet at—First Pres. 
For more infornation, contact 
Ryan Pemberton.
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YOUNG ADULTS

We are a thriving community 
of adults in our 20s and 30s, 
working and graduate students, 
single and married, exploring the 
intersection of faith and life. We 
build relationships to express the 
love of Christ, worship together, 
ask quesitons, welcome honest 
reflection, and engage in service 
to our community. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS
Meet weekly to study scripture, 
pray, and build community. Come 
meet new people, explore ideas, 
and go deeper in following Jesus 
together.  
 
RETREATS
Come to our Young Adult Retreat 
on October 11–13 and All Church 
Conference in the spring—both 
are a chance to rest, reflect, learn, 
and worship in the wilderness.

PARTICIPATE IN WORSHIP
Sing with choirs (see page 4), 
play with the Worship Team, and 
welcome others as part of the 
Hospitality Team. 

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Go deeper in an intergenerational 
setting—special speakers on a 
variety of topics welcome seekers 
and followers of all ages.

DAYS OF SERVICE
At least once per season, we 
partner with local organizations 
(CityTeam and local schools) to 
support our wider community. It’s 
just one of the many ways young 
adults invest in community and 
justice beyond church walls.

GATHERINGS
Join us for relaxed time for hikes, 
food, and fun in the Bay Area.

Y O U N G  A D U LT  M I N I S T R I E S  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T. 
Tori Bommarito, Young Adult Ministry Coordinator / torib@fpcberkeley.org, x245
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We are people on a journey 
following Jesus that draws us both 
inward and outward together. Our 
travels inward, toward a deeper 
relationship with God, form us 
to be people of compassion and 
mercy. This journey inward beckons 
us to the journey outward, to 
serve others tangibly and radically 
as participants in God’s mission 
of creation, redemption, and 
restoration in the world. We are 
on this journey in the company 
of others. We believe community 
is God’s provision for growth and 
flourishing, individually and as a 
church engaged in serving others 
as Jesus did. 

No matter where you are on your 
faith journey, we invite you to come 
inquire, explore, and engage. 
Our communities and classes 
are spaces where we travel more 
deeply inward and fully outward 

with others. Whether you are just 
beginning the journey with God 
or are a seasoned traveler, there is 
a place for you to take your next 
step along the pathway. 

STARTING POINT
Experience community, explore 
faith, and learn more about First 
Pres in Starting Point, a seven-
week conversational group 
experience offered in the fall and 
spring. For more information, see 
the description on page 2.   
 
COMMUNITY GROUPS
Community Groups (CGs) are at 
the heart of our life together— 
where friendships take root and 
bonds with one another and with 
God are deepened. CGs, each 
typically six to twelve adults, meet 
on various days and times in the 
home of a group member or at 
First Pres. 

ADULTS

Y O U N G  A D U LT  M I N I S T R I E S  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T. 
Tori Bommarito, Young Adult Ministry Coordinator / torib@fpcberkeley.org, x245
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communities (20-60 people) are 
a great place on Sundays during 
Middle Hour to connect with other 
adults in all stages of life and 
faith at First Pres. This year we are 
exploring Questions to Live By, 
questions throughout Scripture 
that are asked of God and that 
God, in Christ, asks of us: 
 Who do you say that I am? 
 Am I my brother’s keeper?
 Why O Lord do you stand far off?
 What must I do to be saved? 
Our conversations and study of 
these and other questions lead us 
to consider more than pat answers 
but how we respond as people on 
the journey of being formed in the 
image of Christ.

SUNDAY MORNING STUDY 
SMS is an inductive group Bible 
study during Middle Hour. The 
facilitated study of God’s Word 
alternates between Old and New 

Groups gather throughout the 
week to explore the intersection 
of God’s story guided by 
questions from the weekly 
sermon. We provide and receive 
encouragement on the inward 
journey, toward knowing God and 
ourselves more deeply, and the 
journey outward in serving others.

New short-term CGs form in 
the fall, at the start of the new 
year, and for the season of Lent. 
To learn more and to find a 
group that works for you, visit 
Community Groups on our 
website or contact Janet Sanders. 

EMMAUS COMMUNITIES
If you are new to First Pres or 
looking for new ways to engage 
with others and scripture, please 
stop by and join us at any time 
in one of our four Emmaus 
Communities (ECs). These 

ADULTS continued
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A D U LT  M I N I S T R I E S  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T. 
Mark Stryker, Associate Pastor for Christian Formation / marks@fpcberkeley.org, x247
Michelle Vecchio-Lyzenga, Director for Community Life / michellev@fpcberkeley.org, x220
Janet Sanders, Assistant Director for Christian Formation / janets@fpcberkeley.org, x267
Adriana Reyes, Christian Formation Administrative Assistant / adrianar@fpcberkeley.org, x272

Testament texts, and includes 
prayer and encouragement. 

CONNECT(HER)
This gathering for women of 
all ages and life experiences 
meets on Sundays during Middle 
Hour. Through our small group 
conversations and prayer we 
encourage one another in the 
journey of faith and build stronger 
connections with one another. 

WOMEN & MEN
There are several opportunities 
for women and men to study in 
community during the week:
•	 Moms Together meets 

on Friday mornings for 
conversation and mutual 
encouragement on the journey 
of being a mom.

•	 Women’s Bible Study meets 
on Friday mornings for small 
group conversation and  
teaching to study The Story, 
The Bible as One Continuing 
Story of God and His People.

•	 Men’s Bible Study Fellowship 
meets on Thursday evenings 
for small group conversation 
and teaching on the Acts of 
the Apostles and related New 
Testament texts. 

 
CLASSES & EXPERIENCES 
FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
There are special opportunities to  
nurture our faith and explore how 
we, individually and communally, 
are called to participate in God’s 
mission in the world. 
•	 Introduction to Spiritual 

Practices (November 2019) 
explores the life-giving 
practices that are part of God’s 
transforming work in our lives.

•	 Calling For You (February 
2020) invites a deeper 
understanding of how our 
unique gifts, personality, 
skills, and passions point us to 
respond to God’s call. 

•	 Advent and Lenten Retreats, 
co-sponsored with New 
College Berkeley, are for 
preparation and reflection 
during these sacred seasons of 
anticipation.
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MISSION OUTREACH
Each of us has been created for 
a purpose. The deepest longings 
of our heart reflect God’s intent 
for our lives. Our hope then is in 
community, where we are nurtured 
to live out our unique calling in the 
world. Come get involved!

JUSTICE, POVERTY, 
OPPRESSION & WOMEN 
(JPOW) 
Our mission work has been 
focused on the issues of 
poverty and oppression that 
disproportionately affect women 
and girls in the world today. We 
seek to learn the complexities 
of the issues, as well as engage 
with individuals, organizations, 
and agencies working toward 
meaningful and effective change. 
We focus on trafficking, education, 
refugees and the homeless, health 
and medical, and microfinance 
and development.

EXTENDING SANCTUARY 
During the year, we join together 
to live our worship. In July–August 
2019, more than 125 people 
served to create the CityTeam 
House of Hope garden. We 
also partner with Project Peace 
East Bay to serve at Days of 
Service in local communities. For 
more information, contact Beth 
Thomsen.

GIFT WORLD 
Bless your loved ones at Christmas 
by making a financial contribution 
to support the work of a First Pres 
mission partner through our print 
and online catalog. 

STREET MEAL  
& BIBLE STUDY
A home-cooked meal is made for 
those in need on the second and 
last Saturdays of each month. Be 
a part of the cooking, hospitality, 
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M I S S I O N A L  E N G A G E M E N T  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T.
Rev. Tom Elson, Mission Pastor, Temporary Supply / tome@fpcberkeley.org, x234 
Beth Thomsen, Mission Outreach Coordinator / betht@fpcberkeley.org, x221
Becky McKeen, Mission Outreach Administrative Assistant / beckym@fpcberkeley.org, x262

and brothers in the majority world.
This October, we are hosting Las 
Patronas with whom our University 
students served in 2018–2019.

WORKING GROUP  
ON RACIAL JUSTICE  
AND THE CHURCH  
The Working Group is leading 
the congregation through 
conversation and a process of 
study, reflection, and action in 
regard to racial justice. The group 
formed in 2018 in response to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit, is 
framed by God’s reconciling love 
as embodied in Jesus’ ministry 
to the world, and affirmed by the 
Presbyterian Book of Order (1967 
Book of Confessions). Contact 
racialjustice@fpcberkeley.org. 

or serving crew with your friends, 
small group, or family. After the 
meal, First Pres hosts invite Street 
Meal guests to discuss a Bible 
passage and how it applies to 
their lives. 

MISSION TRIPS
In October 2019, First Pres will 
be part of a multi-church Project 
Mercy trip to Ethiopia (we’ve 
participated in this trip since 
2012). In January 2020, a team 
will go to Thailand, where we 
have sent more than 125 people 
who have built 20+ homes since 
2001. Each year, Youth and 
University Ministries send teams 
internationally to learn and serve. 
During these trips we have the 
opportunity to see Christ work 
through our mission partners 
around the world. For more info 
visit Mission Trips on our website.

GLOBAL CHURCH 
CONFERENCE (GCC)  
RE-IMAGINED
First Pres Berkeley is home to the 
GCC, which was born out of the 
desire to faithfully consider issues 
of faith and justice in a global 
context. The GCC is unique in that 
the speakers are Christian sisters 
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CARING
We seek to embody Christ’s love 
and mercy to all people. Our care 
extends to those in our church and 
community who are going through 
transitions and experiencing 
crises. There are many ways we 
care at First Pres.
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Stephen Ministers provide 
confidential, ongoing, one-on-
one support (at no charge) to 
those whose lives have been 
disrupted by life changes, crisis, 
chronic need, or loss, or those 
who desire preventative care 
before a predictable change. For 
more information, contact Kay 
Ferguson. 

DEACON MINISTRY 
The Deacons visit the sick, minister 
to the elderly, support those who 
are grieving and offer gracious 
hospitality at memorials. They 

partner in local mission initiatives 
and host the annual Young at 
Heart Luncheon, Cal Move-In and 
other events. 

DEACON FUND 
Confidential requests for 
emergency one -time financial 
assistance for those in our church 
community can be made by 
contacting the Deacon Fund at 
deaconfund@fpcberkeley.org or 
(510) 848-6252 ext. 514.
 
SUPPORT GROUPS 
We have groups and classes on 
a variety of topics. Our Divorce 
Recovery group is held on Sunday 
nights in the fall with ongoing 
follow-up. Contact Kay Wolff, 
drm@fpcberkeley.org. For other 
offerings, visit Caring Ministries on 
our website.
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C A R I N G  M I N I S T R I E S  S TA F F  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  8 4 8 - 6 2 5 2  +  E X T. 
Rev. Delianne Koops, Caring Pastor, Temporary Supply / deliannek@fpcberkeley.org, x237
Rev. Paul Yeager, Minister for Visitation and Pastoral Care / pauly@fpcberkeley.org, x236 
Kay Ferguson, Stephen Ministry Director / kayf@fpcberkeley.org, x274 
David Wagner, Caring Ministry Administrative Assistant / davidw@fpcberkeley.org, x241

PRAYER
Prayer ministers are available after 
each worship service. Email prayer 
requests to prayer@fpcberkeley.
org (mark confidential if for pastors 
only). For pastoral emergencies, 
please call (510) 848-6252, ext. 1. 

BEREAVEMENT 
We care for those who have 
experienced the loss of a loved 
one through a variety of support 
groups, healing services, and 
literature on grief. Contact David 
Wagner for more information.

SICK & ELDER CARE 
Our congregation, including 
our aging population, is cared 
for with compassion through 
regular pastoral visitation, home 
Communion, and special events. 
Contact Delianne Koops, Paul 
Yeager or David Wagner for more 
information.

CARING
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BERKELEY CHRISTIAN 
COUNSELORS

Berkeley Christian Counselors 
(BCC) is a fee-for-service 
counseling center that serves 
clients from communities 
throughout the Bay Area. BCC 
clients range in age, gender, 
ethnicity, and faith background.
Our vision is to provide clients with 
an excellent professional standard 
of care by Christian clinicians in a 
warm and supportive environment.

BCC helps clients address a 
variety of issues including low 
self-esteem, depression, anxiety, 
loneliness, relational challenges, 
marital conflicts, abuse/trauma, 
addiction, and more. BCC also 
offers premarital counseling as well 
as therapeutic and educational 

groups on a wide range of spiritual, 
emotional, and psychological 
issues.  

BCC is a training institute that 
provides on-going consultation, 
supervision, training, and clinical 
experience for Christian licensed 
counselors, counseling associates, 
and trainees who are working 
toward their licensure. 

Fees vary based on clinician 
education and licensure. Scholar-
ship assistance is available based 
on need. For more information and 
an application for services, visit 
www.berkeleychristiancounselors.
org, call (510) 548-5858, or email  
info@berkeleychristiancounselors.org.

B E R K E L E Y  C H R I S T I A N  C O U N S E L O R S  /  C A L L  ( 5 1 0 )  5 4 8 - 5 8 5 8  +  E X T.
Lily Stearns, Executive Director / lilys@fpcberkeley.org, x533 
Reid Dabney, BCC Business Manager / reidd@fpcberkeley.org, x250 

Phyllis Stevenson, BCC Receptionist/Office Assistant / phylliss@fpcberkeley.org, x252





2407 Dana Street   Berkeley, CA 94704
fpcberkeley.org     510 848 6242

OUR MISSION

WE ARE CALLED BY GOD,

TRANSFORMED BY GRACE,

STRENGTHENED IN COMMUNITY,

CONFIDENT THAT CHRIST IS MAKING ALL THINGS NEW.

NOW GO,

LOVE CONCRETELY, EVEN WHEN IT’S RISKY,

SERVE GENEROUSLY, WHOEVER HAS NEED, AND

PURSUE GOD’S RESTORING JUSTICE.


