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GIFT WORLD 2019
Thank you for supporting our mission 
partners over many years! Those 
partners and ministries benefit 
significantly from your gifts. Again, 
this Advent and Christmas season, 
you will be able to donate in the 
name of a friend or family member. 
The Gift World catalogue explains 
how your gifts will be used. We 
encourage you to give generously to 
the mission(s) of your choosing. We 
trust God will bless you even as your 
gift blesses these recipients.  

The organizations included in this 
catalog are all mission partners of First 
Pres Berkeley, doing work on a variety 
of issues in diverse settings locally 
and around the world. Many of these 
projects address one of the areas 
of our Justice, Poverty, Oppression, 
and Women (JPOW) initiative (see 
adjoining page for categories). 
Women and girls around the world 
today bear a disproportionate amount 
of the consequences of war, violence, 
poverty, trafficking, and oppression 
of every kind. In his life and ministry, 
Jesus consistently moved toward the 
oppressed and marginalized—and, 
very often, women. 

Other mission partners, whose work 
spans the globe as they minister to 
body and soul, are also included. 
We invite you to look through this 
catalog, choose a specific project that 
aligns with your heart’s interests and 
concerns, or that of your friend or 
family member, and give a monetary 
gift to celebrate this season. In return, 
you will receive a Christmas card and 
description of the gift that you can 
present to the recipient. We will then 
forward the funds to your selected 
organization(s). 

May these Christmas gifts make a 
real difference in the lives of all who 
receive them in Jesus’ name. Thank 
you for selecting gifts from the Gift 
World catalog. 

Rev. Tom Elson

For more information visit www.fpcberkeley.org/giftworld



VISIT THE GIFT WORLD TABLE

Complete the order form and bring 
it with cash, check, or credit card to 
the Pathway Table on November 24, 
December 1, or December 8.

Come to our Partner Showcase in the 
Calvin Room on November 10—you 
can also order gifts there.

ONLINE

Visit www.fpcberkeley.org/giftworld 
to place an order online using PayPal. 
You may pick up your Christmas cards 
and gift descriptions at Reception 
in Geneva Hall or at the Gift World 
Pathway table the Sunday after your 
purchase, or you may choose to 
have them mailed to you ($3 flat rate 
shipping charge). The online store 
closes on December 11 at midnight. 
Orders placed after December 8 can 
be picked up at our Pathway table 
on December 15 or at Reception in 
Geneva Hall. 

TWO WAYS TO ORDER GIFTS
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ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT

HEALTH  
AND MEDICAL

EDUCATION

REFUGEES AND  
THE DISPLACED TRAFFICKING

The projects in  
this catalog are  

divided by  
five categories:



ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT



HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

Habitat for Humanity East Bay/Silicon Valley builds strength, 
stability, and self-reliance through homeownership. Here in the 
Bay Area, new homeowner and single mom Julieta worked on 
her credit with a Habitat counselor before applying to purchase 
a home. “It’s so empowering… I never thought I could say I’m 
building my own home. If I can help other single moms know 
that I’ve come this far, I want to encourage them.” By providing 
an affordable mortgage, homebuyer training, and new skills from 
500 hours of “sweat equity,” Habitat empowers homeowners like 
Julieta to show her daughter that anything is possible. 

$15 buys a 15 lb. box of nails to build a 
Habitat home $1 5

ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT
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INTERNATIONAL  
RESCUE COMMITTEE (IRC) 

The International Rescue Committee was founded in 1933, at 
the suggestion of Albert Einstein, to assist Europeans suffering 
under the Nazi regime. Since then, the IRC has become a global 
leader in humanitarian response. It reaches people affected 
by conflict and disaster in more than 40 countries around the 
world and, through its newly merged Resettlement, Asylum & 
Integration (RAI) department, helps rebuild the lives of refugees 
who have been resettled in countries such as the United States. 
Since 1975, IRC has provided comprehensive resettlement and 
integration services to nearly 400,000 refugees representing 119 
distinct nationalities.

$25
ECONOMIC  

DEVELOPMENT

$25 helps stock a refugee family’s new home 
with household supplies and essentials as 
they begin their new life in the Bay Area
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OPPORTUNITY  
INTERNATIONAL (OI) 

Opportunity International is a global nonprofit working to end 
extreme poverty. We give small loans, training, and support 
to people living on less than $2 per day so that they can grow 
their businesses and send their kids to school. We’ve worked in 
developing countries for 48 years, empowering millions of small 
business owners, farmers, and educators. OI provides a hand up 
approach, rather than a handout. Opportunity responds to Jesus 
Christ’s call to love and serve the poor. We seek to emulate the 
“Good Samaritan” whose compassion crossed ethnic groups 
and religions and aims to serve the more difficult places where 
others cannot.
 

$25 helps a woman grow her business and 
send her children to school so that she can 
break the cycle of poverty forever $25

ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT
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ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENTEDUCATION



$25
EDUCATION
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$25 provides one second-grade child the 
learning tools required for an entire year 
of weekly one-on-one tutoring

CHILDREN RISING  
(FORMERLY FAITH NETWORK)
This year, almost 2,000 Oakland children will begin third grade 
unable to read and/or add and subtract. Without these skills, 
they will not have the confidence—nor the ability—to continue 
to learn in elementary school, middle school, and beyond. 
The solution is straightforward—Children Rising nurtures 
and equips hundreds of vulnerable children to rise above the 
challenges created by generations of poverty, violence, and 
educational inequity. Your gift offers a child a much fairer chance 
to learn what they must learn while in school, so they can achieve 
their God-given potential as adults. 

$25
EDUCATION
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CONGO INITIATIVE 
Congo Initiative is a community of Christ-centered Congolese 
leaders and global partners united for the transformation of lives 
and a flourishing Democratic Republic of Congo. CI educates 
ethical leaders, invests in a sustainable, vibrant Congolese 
society, and develops grassroots initiatives for peace, hope, and 
justice. This past year, the CI community in Beni has faced the 
combined threats of increased conflict and the second largest 
Ebola outbreak in history. This has disproportionately affected 
children and women.

Despite millions of dollars in humanitarian aid, long-term cycles of 
conflict, poverty, and illness persist in Congo. As our community 
confronts these difficult realities, education remains a crucial 
priority to secure a future for the next generation—particularly 
for girls and women. Through education, children learn to see 
that a different future is possible and that there is hope for them 
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and their families. Even more, they begin to envision themselves 
as change-makers, future leaders who can positively impact their 
communities. 

It begins with primary education, and CI's Académie Bilingue 
du Congo (ABC) seeks to apply a transformational vision and 
education for Congo's youngest learners. While ABC provides a 
safe learning environment for children, teachers do not have easy 
access to important teaching resources and learning material 
needed to equip Congo's youth. 

$20 supplies a new primary education 
curriculum $2 0

EDUCATION



1 0

$2 provides a round-trip bus ticket for students 
to attend field trips and extra-curricular activities
$20 provides students with a month-long  
bus pass

OAKLAND INTERNATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL (OIHS)
OIHS provides quality alternative education to recently arrived 
refugee and immigrant students from 30+ countries who speak 
more than 35 languages. A great number of these students arrive 
at OIHS with significant gaps in their formal education, and many 
have fled war, violence, and extreme economic hardship. OIHS 
is committed to connecting these students to socio-emotional 
services that support their transitions to—and active participation 
in—their new US homes. Transportation to and from school, as 
well as to extracurricular activities, community centers, school field 
trips, and after-school jobs is a major hardship for many students 
and can be a barrier to engaging in their new communities and 
connecting to the world around them.

$2/$20
EDUCATION



1 1

$10 will help provide textbooks, interactive 
games, science kits, story/coloring books, 
and colored pencils to our children

ROBLEALTO CHILD CARE  
ASSOCIATION 
Although education is free and mandatory in Costa Rica, many 
children living in urban marginal communities fall through the 
cracks. For these children, their right to attend school is denied 
and substituted by working on coffee plantations, at construction 
sites, and in factories. Roblealto is committed to providing 
socially vulnerable children access to formal education and their 
parents with workshops and training sessions in order to fight 
inequality and help them break the cycle of poverty. Many items 
are needed to allow Roblealto to provide these opportunities to 
900 children in seven different programs.

$1 0
EDUCATION



1 2

$10 purchases a meal for a student in need

YOUNGLIFE–BERKELEY 
YoungLife's national mission is to reach out to all high school 
students so every youth has the opportunity to hear the Gospel 
and know Jesus Christ. Volunteer leaders educate students on 
the teachings of Jesus and provide homework help, college 
preparation assistance, and basic life skills mentoring for 
independent living. YoungLife–Berkeley serves East Bay students 
holistically, meeting tangible and spiritual needs as volunteers 
walk alongside them during formative years. One of YoungLife's 
programs focuses on tutoring students who need extra attention 
in certain subjects. College-aged leaders and working-adult 
volunteers serve on a weekly basis by giving one-on-one attention 
to students in need.

$1 0
EDUCATION



HEALTH  
AND MEDICAL



1 4

$25
HEALTH  

AND MEDICAL

$25 buys five Good Life Club t-shirts for children 
in Syria or supports a new medic training at our 
Jungle School of Medicine-Kawthoolei in Burma

FREE BURMA RANGERS 
Free Burma Rangers work in conflict-ridden areas of Burma, 
Kurdistan, Iraq, and Syria. We share humanitarian relief, medical 
help, and the stories of people caught in the middle of conflict. 
These people are often unseen by the rest of the world, and 
with little help from other aid groups. Free Burma Rangers trains 
medics to provide care and the “Good Life Club” helps children 
impacted by war. Recently we provided aid to more than 29,000 
people from ISIS families in Syria. Most of all, we want to point 
people to Jesus and share the love that He gives. 



1 5

$6 will buy a library book or textbook for 
the Mashaka children

OASIS AFRICA  
Oasis Africa Counseling Center provides psychological support 
to vulnerable groups in Kenya and beyond. As part of our 
community outreach, Mashaka Children’s Center provides care, 
counsel, food, and education to 200 orphans and vulnerable 
children in a rural slum in Meru. For the Mashaka Educational 
Center, education remains a priority as Oasis desires to plant 
a seed of change and transformation in these slums. Mashaka 
parents cannot afford to purchase textbooks and books for the 
school libraries. Indeed, with $3 per day intermittent income 
from casual labor, they can hardly put food on the table. This 
year, Oasis desires to set up a library that will be open to all 
the children. Developing reading habits early in life will enhance 
their literacy and communication skills as well as assist them in 
understanding the content of various academic subjects. 

$6
HEALTH  

AND MEDICAL



1 6

$25 will help with care at the Lie-In-Wait Home

PROJECT MERCY 
Project Mercy’s vision is to renew the heart of Ethiopia through 
stomping out situational and spiritual poverty. It is common for 
Ethiopian mothers to lose multiple children before their first 
birthday. With your help, Project Mercy is working to save the 
lives of mothers and their unborn children. You can provide 
mothers in a rural mountain area prenatal and postnatal care at 
no cost to the family. For women with high-risk pregnancies, the 
Lie-In-Wait Home gives mothers access to a medical professional 
24 hours a day along with healthy meals. Shobeza (pictured) was 
one of the first mothers to stay at the Lie-In-Wait home. Today 
Elias is in school and thriving.

$25
HEALTH  

AND MEDICAL
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$10 will provide a complete blood count 
for a patient
$20 will provide a comprehensive organ 
function test

ROTACARE 
Since March of 2013, RotaCare Richmond has been providing 
bilingual medical care for uninsured adults in Richmond, 
California. We have an all-volunteer, 90 member staff that 
provides a wide range of diagnostic and therapeutic medical 
services, all offered free of charge to those with the least 
access and greatest need for care. In the past year the clinic 
has expanded services to include a Women’s Health Clinic 
as well as specialized care for patients living with diabetes, 
asthma, and hypertension. In addition to addressing medical 
needs, RotaCare strives to keep people working and thriving in 
relationships.

$10/$20
HEALTH  

AND MEDICAL



REFUGEES AND 
THE DISPLACED



1 9

FIRST PRES STREET MEAL 
The First Pres Street Meal is much more than hot, tasty food 
served to 150 of our homeless and food-insecure neighbors 
twice a month. It is a loud, energetic, sometimes raucous 
experience of God's grace. On the second and last Saturday 
of each month, a team of volunteers opens their hearts, and 
the First Pres kitchen, to cook and serve dinner. Guests are 
welcomed and provided with a place to relax, socialize, receive 
clothing, toiletries, and bedding. We have an optional Bible 
study available for skeptics and believers alike. Time spent with 
these guests is a reminder that every life is precious.

$4 provides a hot, nourishing meal and a 
welcoming hand to someone in need $4

REFUGEES AND  
THE DISPLACED



2 0

1951 COFFEE COMPANY 
1951 Coffee Company is a non-profit specialty coffee organization 
providing job training and employment opportunities for asylees, 
refugees, and special immigrant visa holders via our two-week 
Barista Training Program. Given the criticality of employment 
for both economic stability and social integration, the Barista 
Training Program was developed as a springboard for trainees 
into jobs that pay living wages and serve as a connection point 
to the community. Since 2015, 200 trainees have graduated 
from the Barista Training Program, with 80% going on to find 
quality employment, earning an average $19/hour, either at one 
of 1951’s three cafes or one of our partner companies (including, 
Blue Bottle, Red Bay, Highwire, Equator and Starbucks).

$1 5
REFUGEES AND  
THE DISPLACED

$15 provides milk and coffee beans needed 
for one student to practice espresso drink-
making during the Barista Training Program
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$15 provides a BFHP resident with a gift 
bag containing essential items and holiday 
treats

BERKELEY FOOD & HOUSING 
PROJECT (BFHP)  
Berkeley Food & Housing Project’s mission is to ease and end 
the crisis of homelessness in our communities. Since 1970, BFHP 
has been a compassionate provider of food, housing, and sup-
port services. We work one-on-one with clients to help them 
move toward independence and into safe and affordable hous-
ing as quickly as possible. As part of their work, BFHP operates 
a 32 bed men’s shelter, a 32 bed women’s shelter, and a 12 bed 
transitional housing program for homeless male veterans. These 
facilities offer those who are experiencing homelessness a safe 
place to stay while they build income and seek permanent hous-
ing. During the holiday season, BFHP would love for every one 
of these residents to have a gift to open on Christmas morning.

$1 5
REFUGEES AND  
THE DISPLACED
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CITYTEAM 
Cityteam is a non-denominational Christian non-profit serving 
the poor, the homeless, and the lost in communities across the 
United States and around the world since 1957. In Oakland, 
almost 30% of those suffering from homelessness are women. 
Many of them are elderly and fear for their lives at night and while 
sleeping in back alleys or BART stations. Every day, Cityteam 
welcomes these women into their dining hall for a healthy 
meal and a place where they can feel safe. As part of their new 
program, women can take a shower, find clean clothes to wear, 
have lunch, and participate in a Bible study where they discover 
God’s plan for their lives. We are happy to share that Cityteam 
Oakland has recently opened its doors to a women's transitional 
program called House of Hope. Cityteam is providing Blessing 
Kits to assure those in need of how much God loves them.

$15 provides one Blessing Kit containing 
hygiene items and words of encouragement 
to a struggling homeless woman$1 5

REFUGEES AND  
THE DISPLACED
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HARBOR HOUSE 
Harbor House is a Christian non-profit organization that serves 
children and families in the San Antonio neighborhood of 
Oakland. We seek to provide a safe place for opportunities, 
resources, and relationships to be shared so that all families in 
Oakland can flourish. Donations through Gift World will directly 
support our Youth Leadership Program (YLP) which provides 
life-giving internships to teens, allowing them to develop 
professional skills while helping to run our after-school program 
for elementary students.  Students receive a stipend of $1,000 
per student, per year as an incentive for participating in the 
internship program. Help us bring purpose, paychecks, and 
promise to Oakland teens!  

$2 0
REFUGEES AND  
THE DISPLACED

$20 supports one youth leader's stipend 
for a week
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$25 provides 35 children a healthy breakfast 
meal

TOGETHER FOR THE FAMILY 
(TFF) 
Together for the family was started in the Bekaa Valley of 
Lebanon in 2010 by Izdihar and Riad Kassis, local Christian leaders 
attempting to support Christian school children. The outbreak 
of the Syrian war in 2011 galvanized TFF into a new mission to 
support thousands of refugees pouring across the border into the 
valley. Project Breakfast, through TFF, aims to feed and nurture 
35 special education children of Syrian refugees. These children 
are not accepted at schools due to the extra care needed to 
help them. A daily, four-hour-long Learn Through Art and Play 
program is a creative curriculum that has been designed to suit 
their needs. 

$25
REFUGEES AND  
THE DISPLACED
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$25 provides YEAH!’s shelter program one 
week of hot, nutritious meals

YOUTH, ENGAGEMENT, 
ADVOCACY, AND HOUSING 
(YEAH!)  
In partnership with compassionate community members in 
Berkeley, YEAH! provides shelter, case-management, mental 
health counseling, and supportive services to people ages 18 
to 25 who are experiencing homelessness. YEAH!’s programs 
focus on co-creating community with young people to help them 
achieve the stability, wellness, and personal goals they desire. 
YEAH! is a program of Covenant House California.

$25
REFUGEES AND  
THE DISPLACED



TRAFFICKING
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INTERNATIONAL  
JUSTICE MISSION (IJM)
In 17 communities throughout the developing world, IJM 
protects the poor from human trafficking and other violence 
by partnering with local authorities to rescue victims, bring 
criminals to justice, restore survivors, and strengthen justice 
systems. Mandatory court fees can be an intimidating barrier 
for poor families seeking justice. Many simply cannot afford to 
pursue a case for their child. You can help cover the cost of 
taking a case to court for a young victim of child sexual assault 
and getting the justice they deserve.

$25 helps cover trial fees so that a child 
sexual assault survivor’s case can be heard 
in court $25

TRAFFICKING
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$5 provides a young woman with a bus pass to 
get to MISSSEY, her job, or a safe place to sleep
$10 helps provide a mother with diapers, wipes, 
bottles, or baby food

MOTIVATING, INSPIRING, SUPPORTING, 
AND SERVING SEXUALLY EXPLOITED 
YOUTH (MISSSEY)
MISSSEY is an Oakland nonprofit that envisions a world where 
no young person is bought, sold, and exploited. MISSSEY 
provides services to commercially sexually exploited youth in our 
community and works for systemic change. Many that we serve are 
victims and survivors of multiple human rights abuses. Through 
MISSSEY, they receive nonjudgmental, trauma-informed, and 
healing-centered services provided by staff with cultural humility, 
compassion, and relevant life experience. Through our services, 
we help support these resilient young women, spread awareness 
about this terrible epidemic, and prevent future exploitation.

$5/$10
TRAFFICKING



2 9

$10 provides an hour of one-on-one 
counseling for a New Life Center resident

NEW LIFE CENTER  
FOUNDATION
The New Life Center Foundation, located in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand, provides comprehensive residential aftercare for 
survivors of forced labor, sexual abuse, domestic violence, neglect, 
and human trafficking. Counseling is an essential element in the 
rehabilitation of youth who have survived exploitation. Individual 
and group therapy sessions help residents know they are not 
alone as they struggle to make sense of their experiences. Your 
support equips us to continue responding to their physical, 
psychological, and spiritual needs. Thank you for supporting our 
residents in their process of healing and growth.

$1 0
TRAFFICKING
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