
First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley 
23 February 2020 | 9 am 
Sunday Morning Worship 
 
Preaching: Rev. Delianne Koops 
Liturgists: Rev. Steve Schibsted & Rev. Tom Elson 
 
Call to Worship: 
 
Leader: Praise the lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise God’s holy name. 
All: Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
Leader: Praise the Lord, you angels, you mighty ones who do God’s bidding, 
who obey God’s word. 
All: Praise the LORD, all heavenly hosts, 
you servants who do God’s will. 
Leader: Praise the Lord, all God’s works everywhere in all creation. 
All: Praise the LORD, my soul. 
 
Hymn: #26 Praise My Soul the King of Heaven 
 
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, to his feet your tribute bring; 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King! 
 
Praise him for his grace and favor to all people in distress. 
Praise him, still the same forever, slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in his faithfulness! 
 
Fatherlike, he tends and spares us; all our hopes and fears he knows. 
In his hands he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely as his mercy flows. 
 
Angels, help us to adore him, you behold him face to face.  
Sun and moon bow down before him; all who dwell in time and space. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace! 
 
 
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you . 
All: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Almighty God, we confess that we are often swept up in the tide of our 
generation. We have failed in our calling to be your holy people, 
a people set apart for your divine purpose. We live more in apathy born of 
fatalism than in passion born of hope. We are moved more by private 
ambition than by social justice. We dream more of privilege and benefits 
than of service and sacrifice. We try to speak in your name without 



relinquishing our glories, without nourishing our souls, without relying 
wholly on your grace. Help us to make room in our hearts and lives for you. 
By your Holy Spirit, forgive us, revive us, and reshape us in your image 
(silent prayer) 
 
Leader: Through Christ, our Lord 
People: Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness — 1 Peter 2:9-10, NRSV 
 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of [the One] who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 
 
Leader: Friends, believe the good news! 
All : In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and are being made whole. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: #21 How Great Thou Art (stanzas 1, 3, 4) 
 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 
 
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,  
And there proclaim, “My God how great thou art.” 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 



How great thou art, how great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 
 
News of the Church Alive 
 
Prayer of the People | The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Offertory: Be Thou My Vision by arr. Alice Parker; Chancel Choir; Michael Glick, accompanist 
Li-Wen Monk, director 
 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise. 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall. 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Doxology 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Scripture Ephesians 1:13-23 (NIV) 
 
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of 
his glory. 
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, I 
have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you 
may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know 



the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted 
when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above 
all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age 
but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
 
 
Sermon: In Christ 
 
Hymn - In Christ Alone 
 
In Christ alone my hope is found; 
he is my light, my strength, my song— 
this cornerstone, this solid ground, 
firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My comforter, my all in all, 
here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh— 
fullness of God in helpless babe!— 
this gift of love and righteousness, 
scorned by the ones he came to save. 
’Til on the cross as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on him was laid; 
here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground his body lay, 
light of the world by darkness slain; 
then, bursting forth in glorious day, 
up from the grave he rose again! 
And as he stands in victory, 
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
for I am his and he is mine, 
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the power of Christ in me; 
from life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no human plan, 
can ever pluck me from his hand; 
’til he returns or calls me home, 
here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 
 



 
Benediction 
 
 
 
HOLDING OUR COMMUNITY IN PRAYER 
Free Burma Rangers (FBR) is a multi-ethnic humanitarian service movement working to bring help, hope, 
and love to people in the conflict zones of Burma, Iraq, and Sudan. Please pray for the teams that work 
in conjunction with local ethnic pro-democracy groups and pray for strength and stamina as these teams 
bring supplies and coordinate relief efforts. We cannot begin to understand the life of those in these 
countries but in faith we ask you to pray that the individuals in FBR are able to provide emergency care, 
basic shelter, food, and clothing while remaining safe themselves. We humbly pray that the people 
receiving this care can be seen, and loved, and experience human rights along with much needed 
documentation in their home countries. To learn more, go to www.freeburmarangers.org/who-we-are. 
Please note that a Free Burma Rangers film is showing February 24 and 25 at Berkeley Regal 7. If you 
have questions, please contact betht@fpcberkeley.org. 
We ask you to pray for the work and discernment of the PNC. If you have questions, please 
email pnc@fpcberkeley.org. 
 
Dealing with Health Concerns: 
Anika Augustaitus, Ann Butts, Fred Elia, Diane Roth 
 
In Memoriam: 
Bev Schmidt, longtime beloved member of First Pres and passed away on February 15. The memorial 
will be held at First Pres on February 29 at 10:30 am in the Calvin Room 
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