
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BERKELEY SUNDAY WORSHIP 
August 9, 2020 at 10 am 

WELCOME / CALL TO WORSHIP 
Tori Bommarito 

Leader: Holy One, as we gather this morning to worship you, may we speak truth, 
All: So that our words may give grace to those who hear. 
Leader: May we pray in faith, 
All: So that our words may give grace to those who hear. 
Leader: May we sing with hope, 
All: So that our words may give grace to those who hear. 
Leader: May we listen with open minds and receptive hearts, 
All: So that your words may give grace to us who hear. Amen. 

SONG OF GATHERING 
Li-Wen, Clara, John, and Matthew Monk 

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 
A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper here amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing 
 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great; 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal 
 
Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right one on our side, 
the one of God's own choosing 
 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he, 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle 
 
God's word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through God who with us sideth; 
 



Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill; 
God's truth abideth still, 
Whose kingdom is forever. 
 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
Frederick Henry Hedge, Martin Luther 
CCLI Song # 42964 Â© Public Domain 

SONG OF PRAISE 
John Yoo 

STEADFAST 
I will build my house whether storm or drought 
on the rock that does not move 
I will set my hope in your love, O Lord 
and your faithfulness will prove 
 
You are steadfast, steadfast 
You are steadfast, steadfast 
 
By the word you spoke all the starry host 
are called out by name each night 
In your watchful care I will rest secure 
as you lead us with your light 
 
You are steadfast, steadfast 
You are steadfast, steadfast 
 
In the moment of emptiness all was fulfilled 
In the hour of darkness your light was revealed 
In the presence of death your life was affirmed 
In the absence of holiness you are still God 
 
I will not trust in the strength of kings 
On your promise I will stand 
I will shout for joy, I will raise my voice 
Hallelujah to the Lamb! 
 
You are steadfast, steadfast 
You are steadfast, steadfast 
 
In the moment of emptiness all was fulfilled 
In the hour of darkness your light was revealed 
In the presence of death your life was affirmed 
In the absence of holiness you are still God 
 
You are steadfast, steadfast 



You are steadfast, steadfast 
Steadfast 
Joshua Silverberg, Leslie Jordan, Sandra McCracken 
CCLI Song # 7068091 Â© 2016 Capitol CMG Amplifier  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Tori Bommarito 

Holy God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. We look to you as we express the ways in 

which we struggle and fall short as your people.  

We confess our fears. Whenever you arrive in the midst of your people, you tell us not to be afraid, yet 

we cannot help but be afraid. We react out of our fear or anger instead of as your beloved children. 

We are not sure how to be afraid and still trust you.  

We confess the ways in which we cope with uncertainty by overworking, by perfectionism, and by 

doing our best to control our lives. We confess that we are not in control, and our very best efforts at 

control are breaking down.  

We confess that we, uncertain of the next right thing to do, often do nothing.  

We confess that we struggle both individually and collectively—and often, we want to pin our sins on 

someone else, or avoid systemic injustice as “not our fault.” We have avoided our communal sins too 

long, and not sought communal answers. 

Holy God, in your compassion would you transform us into a people who can be afraid and still trust 

you. Would you transform us into a people who can ride the waves of uncertainty and change with the 

confidence in you who made the ocean.  

Would you transform us into a people who can love our families, parents, and neighbors well, who 

seek your Kingdom not just as individuals but as community. 

Heavenly God, we thank you for the amazing, redeeming power, through Jesus Christ, to make all 

things new, even us, and even now.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Jeremiah 31:33-34 

’I will put my teaching into their inmost being and inscribe it upon their hearts. Then I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. No longer will they need to teach one another and say to one another, 

“Heed the Lord,“ for all of them, from the least of them to the greatest, shall heed me,’ declares the 

Lord. ’For I will forgive their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.’ 

Leader: Friends, believe the good news!  
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and are being made whole. Amen.  
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 



Scripture Reading 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
Clark Sept 
 
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, which was 

the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. At that time the army of the king of Babylon was besieging 

Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that was in the palace of 

the king of Judah, where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him.  

Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to come 

to you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is yours.’ 

Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the 

Lord, and said to me, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of 

possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.’ Then I knew that this was the word of the 

Lord. 

And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, 

seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on 

scales. Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open 

copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my 

cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the 

presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. 

In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these 

deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in 

order that they may last for a long time. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and 

fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land. 

SERMON 
Sowing Hope 

Michelle Vecchio-Lyzenga 

MUSICAL REFLECTION 
Jamie McClave, John Yoo 

YOU ARE WITH ME 
My heart is heavy and tired in this valley 
Mountains grow higher and higher,  
but I can't find you 
I'll keep lifting my eyes, I know you're with me 
I hear your voice when you cry: comfort, comfort 
Sorrow may last for a night, but in the morning 
Your joy breaks in with the light,  
I know you're with me 
I know you're with me, and you are for me 
You've been behind me, you go before 



You walk beside me, through darkest valleys 
I know you are with me 
You led me here where it's dry, out in the desert 
You bring these bones back to life, you put together 
You sing a song of delight,  
I know you're with me 
I know you're with me, and you are for me 
You've been behind me, you go before 
You walk beside me, through darkest valleys 
I know you are with me 
I know you're with me, and you are for me 
You've been behind me, you go before 
You walk beside me, through darkest valleys 
I know you are with me 

You Are With Me 
Sandra McCracken 
© 2020 Integrity Music 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Anna Bruns 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory forever.  Amen. 

SONG OF RESPONSE 
Li-Wen, Clara, John, and Matthew Monk 

COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING 
Come thou fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing 
call for songs of loudest praise 
 
Teach me some melodious sonnet 
sung by flaming tongues above 
Praise thy name I’m fixed upon it, 
name of thy redeeming love 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer 
hither by thy help I'm come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 



safely to arrive at home 
 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood 
 
O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter 
bind my wandering heart to thee 
 
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
John Wyeth, Robert Robinson 
CCLI Song # 108389 © Public Domain 

BENEDICTION 
Michelle Vecchio-Lyzenga 


